What Early Christians Taught on Family and Government Grid – April 2012 version
	FAMILY AND MARRIAGE
	KING, GOVERNMENT, AND LAWS
	Legend for Cells

	F1. Honor marriage no extra-marital relations Heb12
	K1. Honor the king or government Rom 13:1-5; 1Pt 2:17
	W = Wrote explicitly on this teaching

	F2. No divorce except for unfaithfulness Mt 5:31-32
	K2. Obey government when not against God Rm13:1-5
	I = Implied as true or opposite is false

	F3. We should be modest and pure Rm13:4; Eph5:3-4
	K3. Do not aid in persecuting Christians 1 Cor 13:7
	m = Mixed: some agree others not

	F4. Don’t watch violent/lewd shows implied Php4:8-9
	K4. Pay taxes  Mk 12:14-17; Lk 20:22-25; Rom 13:6-7
	P = Partial (ex: Didache on F5 condemns homosexuality of boys, but not say all)

	F5. No homosexuality. Rom1:26-27;1Cor6:9-11;Lv20:13
	K5. Pray for rulers and those in authority 1 Tim 2:1-3
	

	F6. We should honor our parents Mk 7:10-12; Ex 20:12
	K6. Bless or pray for those who persecute you
	- = no reference found

	F7. Cherish and nurture our family  Eph 5:22-33; 6:1-4
	K7. Government officials ought to be just Rom 13:3-4
	X = Disagree

	F8. Having kids is fine within marriage Eph 5:1-4
	K8. Disobey or change unjust laws Acts 4:19; 5:29
	blank = not researched yet

	F9. Celibacy is better than marriage 1 Cor 7:1-9,25-35
	K9. Providence, or God governing the world Isa 46:10
	

	F10. Remarriage OK after death of spouse Rm 7:1-3
	K10. Christ is king or kingdom of Christ.Jn1:49;Rv11:15
	Writer totals include W’s & I’s but not P’s


Rows: red = persecution of Christians, green = heresy, orange=schism, pink=strange writer, blue=Bible manuscript, brown=Christians persecute others 
	Christian writer, heretic, or Bible manuscript
	Pages
	Date A.D.
	F1
	F2
	F3
	F4
	F5
	F6
	F7
	F8
	F9
	F10
	K1
	K2
	K3
	K4
	K5
	K6
	K7
	K8
	K9
	K10

	Nero and Domitian persecute Christians
	
	50 & 95/96 
	est. 500K Christians. Labeled atheists; killed for refusing to worship emperor/idols

	Clement of Rome (wrote 1 Clement)
	16 ¼ 
	97/98
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	W

	Ignatius disciple of John (shortest version)
	13
	c.100-117
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Trajan persecutes Christians
	
	107-117
	Answered Pliny the Younger’s letter. Christians not sought after but killed if found

	Didache (=Teaching of the Twelve Apostles)
	4 ¾ 
	before 125
	W
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-

	Apology of Aristides (Greek version)
	4
	125or138-161
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	W
	W
	-

	Quadratus of Athens fragment (apologist)
	1/8 
	126
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Letter to Diognetus (=Mathetes to Diognetus)
	5 ¼ 
	c.130
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Hadrian persecutes Christians
	
	118 & 134
	Hadrian loved Greek culture, and he persecuted both Jewish and Christian people

	Bar Cochba persecutes Christians
	
	135
	Christians persecuted in Israel because they would not join Bar Cochba’s revolt.

	Letter of Barnabas
	12 ½ 
	100-150
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	p52+p104+p87  5+5+4 verses (Jn, Mt, Philemon)
	-138,100-150
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p46 Chester Beatty II - 1,680 verses (70%) Paul+Heb
	100-150
	W
	P
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-

	2 Clement (anonymous writer)
	5 ¾ 
	c.150
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Polycarp to the Philippians
	3 ½ 
	100-155
	W
	-
	W
	-
	W
	-
	W
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Papias of Hierapolis, disciple of John
	2 
	130-150
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	“Presbyters” (Papias?)
	½ 
	-150
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Apostolic fathers totals: all symbols except P
	62
	-150 
	7
	1
	1
	0
	2
	1
	5
	3
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	4

	Justin Martyr, philosopher and apologist
	137
	c.138-165
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	I
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Shepherd of Hermas
	46 ½ 
	c.160
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	I
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Evarestus’ Martyrdom of Polycarp
	5
	c.169
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Gnostic heresies become widespread
	
	c.170-
	Gnostics believed Creator was evil or foolish, rejected O.T., mixed in paganism.

	Tatian+Diatessaron. Encratite Gnostic later
	18+86
	died 172
	X/W
	W
	-
	W
	P
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Dionysius of Corinth (wrote against Marcion)
	1/3 
	170
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p66 Bodmer II Papyrii - 817 verses (92%) of John
	c.125-175
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	p4+p64+p67 Lk 1:58-59,etc. Mt 26:7-8,etc. 95 verses
	c.150-175
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p90 Jn 18:36-19:7 (11 verses)
	c.175
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Persecution of Marcus Aurelius
	
	162/166-180
	Aurelius was a Stoic philosopher. Persecution mainly in Gaul, ended when he died

	Christians of Vienna and Lugdunum (Lyons)
	6 ½ 
	177
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Athenagoras (apologist)
	33 ½ 
	177
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-

	Claudius Apollinaris of Hierapolis
	½
	177, 160-180
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Hegesippus (chronicler)
	2 ½ 
	170-180
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Melito/Meleto of Sardis (Quartodecimian)
	11
	170-177/180
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Rhodon (against Marcion and Apelles)
	½ 
	180
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Theophilus of Antioch (to Autolycus)
	32
	168-181/188
	W
	W
	W
	W
	P
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-
	W
	-

	Ebionites & Clementina (Law,Father,Son)
	265½+
	- 188 -
	W
	-
	W
	-
	I
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Irenaeus of Lyons, disciple of Polycarp
	262
	182-188
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W

	Passion of the Scillitan Martyrs -died 180 A.D.
	¾ 
	180-202
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Maximus of Jerusalem -wrote on origin of evil
	5
	185-196
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Polycrates of Ephesus (Quartodecimian)
	½ 
	196
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p32 (=P. Rylands 5) Titus 1:1-15; 2:3-8 (21 verses)
	150-200
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Caius and the Muratorian Canon
	3
	190-217
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Sabellian heresy (Praxeas, Noetus,Callistus)
	
	c.200-257-
	Also called Patripassians, they believed Father, Son, & Spirit were one person.

	Persecution of Septimus Severus
	
	202
	est. 2M Christians. A Christian helped him when ill, but did not repeal existing laws

	Passion of Perpetua and Felicitas
	7
	c.201/205
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-

	Romans kill first known martyrs in Britain
	
	209
	Alban, Julius, and Aaron were formerly thought killed in 304/5 A.D.

	Serapion of Antioch (against Marcion)
	1/3
	200-210
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Minucius Felix (The Octavius)
	25
	210
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Apollonius of Ephesus (against Montanists)
	1
	c.210
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Clement of Alexandria
	424
	193-217/220
	W
	W
	W
	W
	P
	W
	W
	W
	W
	I
	-
	-
	I
	W
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W

	p75 Lk 3:18-22; etc. Jn 1:1-11:45,etc. 1,166 verses
	175-225
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-

	p45 Chester Beatty I – 833 verses (4 gospels + Acts)
	200-225
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-

	p30 1 Th 4:12-13,16-17 etc. 2 Th 1:1-2 etc. 25 verses
	ca.225
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Tertullian (joined the Montanist Church)
	734
	198-220
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	I
	W
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W

	Tertullian’s 5 Books Against Marcion
	194
	207/8
	W
	W
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W

	Theodotus the probable Montanist
	7 ¾
	ca.240
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Bardaisan/Bardesan of Syria (heretical)
	11 ½ 
	154-224/232
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Asterius Urbanus (against Montanists)
	2 ¾ 
	c.232
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Elchasaite Ebionites (said Jesus God’s Son)
	2 ¼ 
	before 236
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Hippolytus, pupil of Irenaeus (undisputed)
	218
	222-235/6
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Maximin Thrax persecutes Christians
	
	235-238
	First empire-wide persecution, but only of clergy. It stopped when he was killed.

	Instructions of Commodianus
	16
	c.240
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I

	Julius Africanus (undisputed writings)
	9
	232-245
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	p13 Heb 2:14-5:5;10:8-22;10:29-11:13;etc. 114 verses
	225-250
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Alexander of Cappadocia (Clem. A’.s pupil) 
	¾ 
	233-251
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Origen (heterodox teacher)
	622
	225-254
	W
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	-
	I
	W
	P
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W

	Severe persecution by Decius and Gallus
	
	250-251 - 253
	1st Christian schism. Could fallen Christians return or doomed forever (Novatian)

	Novatian (his schism lasted over 200 years)
	38 ½ 
	250/254-257
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Anonymous Treatise Against Novatian
	6 ½ 
	254-256
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Anonymous Treatise on Rebaptism
	11
	c.250-258
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Cyprian of Carthage (against Novatian)
	250 ¾  
	c.246-258
	W
	P
	W
	W
	I
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W

	Roman church leaders (ltr 2,29,30)
	1+4 ¾ 
	250-251
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Lucian et al. (letters 16, 21)
	7/8
	250-251
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-

	Caldonius to Cyprian (letter 18)
	¾ 
	250-251
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Celerinus to Lucian (letter 20)
	1 ¼ 
	250-251
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-

	Moyses, et al. to Cyprian (letter 25)
	2 ½ 
	250
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	P

	Cornelius to Cyprian (letters 45,47)
	1 ¼ 
	c.246-256
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Maximus, et al. to Cyprian (ltr 49)
	¼ 
	c.246-256
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Firmilian of Caesarea to Cyprian (74)
	7 ¼ 
	256
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Nemesianus, et al. to Cyprian (77)
	¾ 
	254-257
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Lucius and the brethren to Cyprian (78)
	½ 
	254-257
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Felix & the rest of the martyrs to Cyprian (79)
	¼ 
	254-257
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Seventh Council of Carthage (85 bishops) 
	7 ¼ 
	258
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Pontius’ The Life and Passion of Cyprian
	7 ½ 
	After 258
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Valerian persecutes Christians
	
	257-260
	2nd most severe persecution. Tolerant at first, but then Macrianus influenced him.

	Theognostus of Alexandria (Origenist)
	½ 
	260
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Gregory Thaumaturgus (undisputed works)
	28 ½ 
	240-265
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Dionysius of Alexandria (Origenist)
	39 ½ 
	246-265
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Dionysius of Rome (Against the Sabellians)
	1
	259-269
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Malchion (Against Paul of Samosata)
	2 ½ 
	270
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Aurelian Persecution
	
	270
	At first tolerant, Aurelian died soon after he decided to persecute Christians.

	p37+p49/65+p53 34+29/19+23 verses (Mt, Acts, Paul)
	225-275
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Pierius of Alexandria (fragment)
	½ 
	275
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Archelaus Disputation with Manes
	58 ¾ 
	262-278
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Anatolius of Alexandria (mathematician)
	7 ½ 
	270-280
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p47 (= Chester Beatty III) 31% of Rev. Rev9:10- etc.
	c.250-300
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	p9+p20+p27/p40+p28+p35+p69+p70+p101 113 verses
	3rd century
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p15/p16 1 Cor 7:18-8:4; Php 3:10-17; 4:2-8  42 verses
	Late 3rd
	-
	P
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	p17 Hebrews 9:12-19  8 verses
	Late 3rd
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Theonas of Alexandria (Letter to Lucianus)
	3
	282-300
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-

	p72 (=Bodmer 7,8) All of 1,2 Peter, Jude 191 verses
	ca.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	P
	-
	-
	-

	p38+0162+0171+0220+0232 13+12+30+6+9 verses
	ca.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sinaitic Old Syriac (Syr S) (most of the 4 gospels)
	3/4th century
	W
	W
	W
	I
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	W

	Adamantius Dialog on the True Faith in God
	c.63
	c.300 
	W
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Marcionite Megethius disputing Adamantius
	c.2
	c.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Marcionite Marcus disputing Adamantius
	c.2
	c.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Bardasene Marinus disputing Adamantius
	c.2
	c.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Valentinian Doserius disputing Adamantius
	c.2
	c.300
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Alexander of Lycopolis Of the Manichaeans
	12
	301
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-

	Arnobius Against the Heathen (undisputed)
	126 ½ 
	297-303
	W
	-
	W
	W
	P
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-

	Victorinus of Petau, Austria -commentator
	18 ½ 
	martyred 304
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	p24 Rev 5:5-8; 6:5-8 (8 verses)
	early 4th cent.
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	King Tiridates III of Armenia
	
	>287-300
	At first persecuted Christians, then became one through Gregory the Illuminator

	Most severe persecution by Diocletian
	
	284, 303-305
	est. 5M Christians, some killed for not sacrificing. destroyed churches/scriptures

	Council of Elvira (21 undisputed canons)
	c.1
	306/307
	W
	P
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Phileas of Thmuis/Tmai, Egyptian Delta
	2 ½ 
	beheaded 307
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Pamphilus disciple of Pierius (Origenist)
	2 ¾ 
	martyred 309
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Creed of Lucian of Antioch
	¼ 
	c.300-311
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Peter of Alexandria (undisputed)
	8 ½ 
	306,285-311
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	P
	-

	Donatus Magnus (Donatists) in North Africa
	
	311-411-
	Refused to accept those who had ever surrendered their scriptures to authorities

	Methodius (corrected Origen’s followers)
	86 ½ 
	260-312
	W
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Council of Ancyra (about 12 bishops)
	3 1/3
	314
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Council of Neocaesarea (Basil and others)
	1 1/3
	c.315
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Theophilus’ Martyrdom of Habib the Deacon
	5 ½ 
	events c.315
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W

	Athanasius Against the Heathen & Incarnation
	56
	318
	W
	-
	W
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Licinius persecutes Christians in the east
	
	315-323
	Licinius fought & was defeated by Constantine a few times from 314 to 324 A.D.

	Alexander of Alexandria-Origenist,undisputed
	12
	313-326
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Lactantius, tutor of Constantine’s son
	305 ½ 
	c.303-c.325
	W
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	P
	W
	W

	Christian writer totals: all symbols except P’s
	4178½ 
	before 325
	30
	10
	12
	11
	10
	10
	8
	12
	7
	4
	5
	7
	9
	8
	6
	16
	9
	10
	30
	27

	Arian heresy spreads, starting in Alexandria
	
	c.318-523
	Arians believed that Jesus was God, but not the same substance as the Father.

	Constantine legalizes Christianity
	
	324
	Non-violently closed pagan temples so subjects would attend churches instead

	Council of Nicea condemns Arianism
	3 
	325
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Juvencus (wrote a commentary: The Gospels)
	
	329
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-
	
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	-
	-
	
	

	In Persia, Shapur II  persecutes Christians
	
	325-381
	Persecution started once Christianity became the official Roman religion.

	Eusebius of Caesarea (leader at Nicea)
	c.404
	318-339/340
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	W
	P
	W
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Synod of Antioch in Encaeniis (97 bishops)
	3 ½ 
	341
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mild Arian Creed of Antioch
	1
	c.341-344
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Council of Sardica (Greek) (church discipline)
	5
	343/344
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W

	Aphrahat the Syrian, Select Demonstrations
	67 ¼ 
	337-345
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	The Macrostich Creed
	2
	344/345
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	A Poem on the Passion of the Lord
	1
	315-350
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Vaticanus (B) Most OT, all NT toHeb9:15.6979 verses
	325-350
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W

	Sinaiticus (Aleph) Almost all of NT ½ of OT
	340-350
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	p8+p10+p62+p71 29+7+6+4 verses
	4th century
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First Council of Sirmium (Greek creed)
	1 ½ 
	351
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Ammonas (a founder of monasticism)
	
	340-348/53
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Theodore of Heraclea
	
	355
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Synod of Seleucia in Isauria
	1/5
	357/358
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Arian Roman Emperor Constantius
	
	337-353-361
	Orthodox bishops were banished, and Athanasius had to go into hiding.

	Arian Creed of Nica in Thrace
	½ 
	356-361
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Arian Candidus’ Two Letters to Marius
	c.4
	359-362
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Marius’s Reply to Candidus (partial)
	c.8
	359-362
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Christians killed in Alexandria and Gaza
	
	361-363
	Emperor Julian shows some toleration, yet permits persecution of Christians.

	Hilary of Poitiers (taught Martin of Tours)
	226.5
	355-367/368
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Arian Roman Valens kills C’s in east
	
	370
	Valens is finally killed in battle by the Goths, who had converted to Arianism.

	Athanasius of Alexandria (leader at Nicea)
	455.5 
	325-373
	W
	P
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	-
	
	
	
	
	W
	W

	Athanaric persecutes Orthodox Visigoths
	
	369-376
	After converting to Arianism, Athanaric persecuted Orthodox Christians.

	Titus of Bostra
	
	before 378
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ephraim/Ephrem, Syrian hymn-writer (partial)
	161.25 
	350-378
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W

	Basil of Cappadocia (Origenist) (partial)
	326
	357-378/379
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Synod of Laodicea (in Phrygia) (undisputed)
	4.5
	343-381
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Council of Gangra -vs. Eustastius of Sabaste
	1 1/3
	345-381
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	First Council of Constantinople -150 bishops
	3.75 
	381-382
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Eunomius of Cyzicus (extreme Arian)
	c.8
	c.360-c.383
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Macedonian and Priscillian Heresies
	
	c.383, 385
	Macedonians denied H.S. a being. Priscillian denied Jesus God. killed 385 A.D.

	Cyril of Jerusalem (at Council of Constant.)
	154
	c.349-386
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Philastrius of Brescia
	
	-387
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Damasus I of Rome (against Nica Creed)
	2
	c.386-389/384
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Ambrose of Milan (partial, Against Arianism)
	446.25 
	370-390
	W
	
	W
	W
	
	W
	
	W
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	W

	Gregory of Nazianzen (leader at Constant.)
	275
	330-391
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pacian of Barcelona
	c.23
	342-379/392
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Council of Constantinople, under Nectarius
	1
	394
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gregory of Nyssa (Origenist)
	495
	c.356-397
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W

	Didymus the Blind (Origenist)
	
	398
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luciferian schism -Lucifer of Cagliari,Sardinia
	
	361-c.399
	Orthodox beliefs except would not accept back repentant Arian/Semi-Arian clergy

	p28+p21+p50+p57+p51 11+8+13+7+15 verses
	4/5th century
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Syriac Book of Steps (Liber Graduum)
	c.189
	350-400
	P
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	W
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Epiphanius of Salamis (wrote on 80 heresies)
	
	360-403
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rufinus, translator and historian
	88
	374-406
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gaudentius of Brescia
	
	After 406
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Chrysostom (partial)
	~3000
	-407
	I
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	W

	Chromatius
	
	407
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asterius of Amasea
	
	c.410
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Violent persecution of Donatists
	
	411
	Augustine protested the harshness of the Emperor’s persecution.

	Niceta of Remesianus
	c.63
	366-c.415
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Orosius/Hosius of Braga (against Priscillian)
	c.20
	414-418
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Jerome (pupil of Gregory Nazianzen) (partial)
	~500
	373-420
	W
	W
	
	P
	
	
	
	
	W
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Council of Carthage (218 bishops)
	39
	393-419
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sulpicius/Sulpitius Severus (pupil of Martin)
	116 ½ 
	363-420
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palladius’ Lausiac History (short recension)
	
	410-420
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sozomen’s Ecclesiastical History
	89
	370/380-425
	W
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Theodore of Mopsuestia (Pelagian)
	
	392-423/429
	W
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	W

	Augustine of Hippo (Ambrose’s pupil) (partial)
	~4500
	388-8/28/430
	W
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Synesius of Ptolemais (Cyrene)
	
	397-430
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Cassian (father of Semi-Pelagianism)
	422 ½ 
	419-430
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Council of Ephesus vs. Nestorians (200 bish.)
	20
	Jun-Sep 431
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-

	Celestine of Rome to the Council of Ephesus
	
	431-432
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-

	Vincent of Lerins A Commonitory
	26
	c.434
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Socrates of Constantin. Ecclesiastical History
	178
	c.400-439
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W

	Persians fight Armenians and Georgians
	
	449
	Armenians and Georgians revolt after Yazdirg II tries to impose Zoroastrianism.

	Alexandrinus (Mt 25:7-Rev with gaps in Jn,Rm,2Cor)
	c.450
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Curetonian Old Syriac (Mt, etc.)
	5th century
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Council of Chalcedon vs. Monophysites
	18
	451
	*
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Oecumenius of Isauria
	
	5th century
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nestorius’ Bazaar of Heracleides
	c.128
	451/452
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	W

	Theodoret of Cyrus (bishop & historian) 
	318
	423-458
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Many Christians killed in Persia, Armenia
	
	420-460
	After Bishop Abdas burned down a Zor. temple, many Christian churches burned

	Patrick of Ireland (English missionary to Irish)
	15
	420-461
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-
	

	Pope Leo I of Rome (turned back Attila)
	204
	440-461
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prosper of Aquitaine (foe of Cassian) -partial
	c.12
	426-465
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sharahb’il Yakuf kills Ethiopian Christians
	
	c.472
	Christian missionary Azqir among those killed.

	What has been called the Athanasian Creed
	1
	447/484
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Arians persecute Christians in Algeria
	
	484
	Arian Visigoth Hunneric persecutes Orthodox Christians in Tipasa, Algeria.

	Gennadius/Jerome Lives of Illustrious Men
	41 
	480-495
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ephraemi Rescriptus
	400-500
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Philoxenian Syriac
	507/508
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arians persecute Christians in N. Africa
	
	499-523
	Visigoth Thrasimund persecutes Orthodox in Carthage & North Africa until he died

	Dhu Nuwas persecutes church in Yemen
	
	523-524
	Converted Jewish king persecutes Christians, since Byzantines persecute Jews

	Council of Constantinople II (c.153 present) condemns Nestorius, Origen & admirers
	13
	May 553
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	W

	Vigilius’ letter to Council of Constantinople II
	
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Byzantines persecute Egyptian Copts
	
	527-568, 572
	Copts are Monophysites, teaching Jesus’ humanity & divinity are only one nature.

	Venantius’ Poem on Easter
	1 ½
	Lived 530-609
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	I

	Medieval Christians:Cat,Orth,Waldenses,Copt
	-
	c.500-c.1500
	m
	W
	m
	-
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	W
	m
	W
	W
	
	-
	-
	W
	W

	Muslim Qur’an or Sunni hadiths (5 collections)
	
	c.609-
	X
	X
	W/X
	-
	-
	-
	m
	W
	-
	W
	P
	P
	X
	W
	-
	-
	W
	-
	W
	-

	Some moderate Muslims
	
	
	W
	X
	W
	W
	m
	W
	W
	W
	X
	W
	
	
	
	W
	
	
	
	
	W
	-

	Ulrich Zwingli, Swiss Reformer
	
	1454-1531
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	W
	

	Martin Luther, or conservative Lutherans
	
	1483-1546
	m
	
	
	
	
	W
	W
	W
	-
	W
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The Council of Chalcedon in Canon 14 showed that marriage was OK. However, Canon 15 anathematized any deaconesses who later got married.
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A Common Christian Confession Today about Family and Government
... Sexual Purity

Treat our bodies as God’s pure temple, honor Him with your body 1 Cor 3:16; 6:18-20

Don’t be ashamed of your body, which God wonderfully made. Ps 139:14; SofS 4

No lust / sex outside of heterosexual marriage. Avoid looking and being in situations that incite lust. Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10,18; Lev 20:13; Gen 19:5-7; Ezek 16:50; Jude 7

Sexual immorality involves, desiring, planning, immodest: behavior, dress, talk, looking, or touching outside of marriage. Jms 1:15; Ezek 3:3,21; Mt 15:19

You must control your body; not have your body control you. 1 Th 4:3-7; Col 3:5; Tt 2:12; 1 Cor 9:25-27

No homosexuality. Lev 18:22; 20:13; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9; Gen 19:5-7; Ezek 16:50; Jude 7; 1 Tim1:10

Have pure lips / speech. Prov 4:24; 6:12; 8:13; 10:31-2; 12:13-4; 19:1; 22:11; Zeph 3:9; Eph 5:4

-pure eyes. Prov 4:25; 6:13; Job 31:1; Ps 101:3; 119:37; Isa 29:20; Mt 5:27-29; 2 Pet 2:14; 1 Jn 2:16

Avoid a crooked path.  Pr4:26;5:6-8;6:13;2:7,13,15-20;7:25;10:9;16:17;21:8

Avoid tempting places and situations. Prov 4:27; 2:18; 5:8; 7:8; 7:27; 1 Cor 10:14; 2 Sam 11:1-4

Have modesty. Pr7:10;1Tm1:9;Ezk16:43,58;23:18-24:13; ~1 Cor 11:5-16; Mk 7:22

Don’t listen to seducing or evil talk (1-900...). Prov 6:24;7:14-21

... Marriage 

Marriage should be honored, when the two become one; don’t abuse it only as a convenience (taxes, etc.). Singleness is OK too.1 Cor 7:1,8-9,27-36; Mt 19:11-12

Nothing is evil, impure, or sinful with marital sex. Prov 5:15-19;18:22; 1 Cor 7:28; SofS

Don’t withhold marital rights, except briefly by mutual consent for prayer.1 Cor 7:2-6

No sex or marriage with close family. Lev 18:6-18; 20:11-12,17-21; 1 Cor 5:1-5

The husband is the head of the family. Eph 5:22-24; 1 Cor 11:3; 1 Pet 3:1-6; Gen 3:16; Num 30

Wives must submit to their husbands. Husbands must be considerate of their wives and love them as Christ loves the Church. Eph 5:22-33; 1 Pet 3:1-7; Col 2:18-19; Tt 2:5

2 become 1 in this partnership; each must submit to the other. Eph 5:21-31; Gen 2:23-4

Believers mustn’t wed unbelievers. Don’t divorce though. 2 Cor 6:14-18; Mal 2:11-12

God hates divorce; remarriage is OK if your spouse has died. Mal 2:13-16; Mt 5:31-32; 19:1-9; Mk 10:11-12; Lk 16:18; Rom 7:3; 1 Cor 7:10-13,39; 1 Tim 5:14

Elders & deacons must not have more than one wife. 1Tm3:2,12;Tt1:6

... Family

Honor parents; but do not worship them. Dt 5:7-16; 26:14; Ex 20:3-12; Lev 20:9; Prov 20:20; 30:11,17

Obey, respect, and do not backtalk parents, both Christian and non-Christian. Do not exasperate kids. Mt 15:4; Eph 6:1-4, rather train kids in the Lord. Eph 6:1-4; Rom 1:30; Prov 22:6;28:24; 30:11; Col 3:20-1; Dt 6:7,20; ~Lk 18:15-7. Kids are God’s gifts. Ps 127:3

Obey and love God above family. Lk 21:16; Mt 10:20-21,34-37; 12:46-50; Lk 12:52-53

Parents must love and discipline kids. Prov 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13; 29:15-7; Heb 12:9-10

Materially care for our family. 1 Tim 5:3-4,8,16; Prov 31:12-15,21,27; Tt 3:14; Mk 7:10-3

Believers must persevere even if forsaken by parents. Ps 27:10; Mt 10:34-39: Lk 12:52-53

…Duties of a Citizen

Pray for government leaders, 1 Tim 2:1-2, and honor them. Rom 13:7; 1 Pet 2:17.

Obey gov’t.Rm13:1-5;1Pet2:13-16, but God’s law is higher.Ac4:19-20;Dan3:8-18.

Even in disobeying an evil king, one should still honor the king. Dan 6:4-21

We should not speak evil of the ruler of our people. Acts 23:2-5; Ex 22:28

It is OK to serve in secular gov’t. Gen 41:41-44; Neh 1:11; Dan  6:4; 1 Ki 18:3-4,14

Hiding from evil gov’t is OK. Prov 27:12; Am 5:13; 1 Ki 17:2-10; 18:4,9-14; 1 Sam 19:11-12

Don ‘t rebel, Prov 17:11; 28:2; Isa 1:23; Jer 42:10-11, unless due cause.2Ki9; 1 Ki 11:29-40

Pay your taxes; it is proper for a government to collect them. Mt 22:17; Rom 13:7

Before a ruler, do not exalt yourself, Prov 25:6,27, or be a glutton or greedy. Prov 23:1-3

…Attitude Toward Government Officials

God can direct the king’s heart as He pleases; God’s plans prevail.Prov 21:1; 19:21

Know that a crown (or political office) is never totally secure. Prov 27:24

Those who seek God fully understand justice (Prov 28:5), which gives stability. Prov 29:4

Government should value its people. Prov 14:28. It is founded on righteousness. Prov 16:10,12

As with ants and locusts, a ruler is not always key to get things done. Prov 6:6-8; 30:27

Rulers as well as others, should not be proud. Prov 3:5-6; ~11:2; ~13:10; 21:24; 30:29-31

A ruler should not be wise in his own eyes. Prov 3:7; 12:15; 26:12,16; 28:11

Women, Prov 31:3, and alcohol, Prov 31:4; 23:29-35, can ruin rulers.

…A ruler should not

Do not be a tyrant. (Prov 28:15-16), unjust (Prov 17:10), deprive people of rights. Prov 31:5

Do not take bribes (Ps 15:5; Prov 15:27; 17:23; 28:16; 29:4; Isa 1:23; 5:13; 1 Sam 4:3-4; 5:13; 12:3; Ex 23:8; Ecc 7:7; Dt 16:19; Amos 5:12). Do not drink while governing. Prov 31:4-5

Do not praise the wicked, but rather resist them. Prov 17:12; 28:4
Don’t listen to lies. Pr 29:12; rather value those who speak truth. Prov 16:3; 17:7,13

Caution is OK, but do not be swayed by the fear of others. Prov 29:25

Do not steal, rather defend orphans and widows. Isa 1:23

Do not give food to those who refuse to work. 2 Th 3:10; Prov 16:26

Do not hoard food when people need it. Prov 11:26

Don’t oppress the poor (Prov 28:3; 22:16) or have exorbitant interest rates. Prov 28:8

…A ruler should

Get rid of all the evil he sees (Prov 20:8,26, 25:4-5); punish false witnesses. Prov 19:5

Have people be reluctant to do him or his country wrong. Prov 19:12; 20:2

Government has a duty to maintain order, Prov 28:2. It’s OK to train for war. Ps 144:1; 149:6-8

Government bears the sword against evildoers, Rom13:4, and external foes. Dt 20:1; Jdg 3,4.

The rulers under you should be righteous and people of integrity. Prov 29:2; Neh 7:2

Women leaders, such as Deborah, are OK. Judges 4:4-10;5:1

For waging war have many advisers. Prov 20:18; 24:6; ~12:15

Have skilled people working for you (Prov 22:29); do not have lazy messengers. Prov 10:26

Speak up for those who cannot, and defend the rights of the needy. Prov 31:8-9

…The Courts

Justice is based on God’s standard, not man’s, Prov 29:26. No foolish laws. Prov 8:15

Bring things quickly to court. Prov 25:7-8; don’t accuse someone without cause. Prov 24:28

Don’t sue another believer, 1 Cor 6:1-8. Don’t betray a friend’s confidence. Prov 25:9-10

Do not call the guilty innocent or the innocent guilty. Prov 24:23-25; 17:15; Dt 25:1

Judge poor and non-citizens fairly, Prov 29:14; Dt 24:17-18, do not exploit. Prov 22:22-23

Do not mock at justice, Prov 19:28. Do not hold court judges in contempt. Dt 17:12 Do not punish parents for their kids or vice versa. Dt 24:16; Ezek 18:13-14; 17-20

Working as a lawyer is OK, Tt 3:13. Do not bear false witness. Ex 20:16; Dt 5:20

Treat unintentional wrongs less than intentional ones. Num 35:18-28; Ex 21:12-14

... Authority and Respect In Society

Honor secular authority; obey laws subject to God’s. Tt 3:1; Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-18

There are examples to disobey laws that are against God. Ex 3-12; Dan 3,6; Acts 4:19

Respect elderly. Lev 19:32; 1 Tim 5:2. Give proper respect. 1 Pet 2:17; 3:16; Eph 6:1-5; Tt 2:10

Do not let go of God’s commands for tradition. Mt 15:3-9; Mk 7:1-13; Isa 29:13; 1 Pet 1:18

... Discerning  vs. Judging

We must not to judge, condemn, or pass sentence on others’ souls or eventual salvation. Mt 7:1-5; Lk 6:37; Rom 2:1-4. God is the One Judge of that. Jms 4:11-12

Do not judge other believers on their serving God. Rom 14:4,10,13; Jms 2:4; 4:11-12

Do judge people’s actions and words and those inside the church. 1 Cor 4:1; 5:1-2,11-13; 6:1-6; Php 2:29; 1 Th 5:12-14; 2 Th 3:14-15. Judge right/wrong for all things. 1 Cor 2:15

... Stand Up Individually and Together Against Evil

We are not ignorers of evil, but salt and light in this world. Mt 5:13-16; Php 2:15-16

We resist the wicked. Prov 28:4. We testify against evil and evildoers. Lev 5:1

The church expels defiant sinners. 1 Cor 5:9-11. We warn of people. 3 Jn 9-10; 2 Tim 2:17

Our enemies are not people, but dark spiritual forces. Eph 2:12; 2 Cor 10:3-5

Do not approve of evil. Rom 1:32

... Praying for and Blessing Those Who Persecute Us

When insulted, wronged/persecuted, we respond with blessings/prayers. Lk 6:27-34; Mt 5:43-7

Do not hold grudges. 1 Cor 13:5-6; Eph 4:26; Mt 18:21-22; Ezek 25:15; 35:5; Lev 19:18

Don’t pay back evil for evil, but overcome evil with good; feed and give drink to your enemies and pray for them. Rom 12:17-21; Prov 25:21-22; Lk 6:35; ~Mt 5:44

























